M4 LAYA ( May 30,%0¢ , Tuasoboy)

BY PRIAM NEPOMUCENO

PHILIPPINE Ports Authority (PPA) assistant general
manager for corpurate and special projects Raul Santos
said that rhe Harbour Centre cannot be allowed full
“containerized operations.

“The Phifippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry
*isproposing that the Harbour Centre Port Terminals, Ine.
{HCPTI) be allowed full containerized operations.
¢~ Tlarbour is currently offering rates 50 percent cheaper

“thun whar orher port handlers charge.

" The difficulty is that I Tarbour is only allowed to handle
*break bulk cargo, It can only accept containerized car-
Ypoes forirs locators.

The PCCI is baLLIIlL{ nf coutse for the LhdﬂCE‘ that
manufaciurcrs get cheaper rates.

“Allowing HCPTT full containerized operaticns has

nothing to do with the privatization of the Narth Harbor
since the pore is for domestic operations and FICPT] i
allowed full domestic uperations,” Santos said.

He also said that competition is already thete evenif

- government 3 share in-earnings: HCPE a5 a private
- purt, couid reinit s btie as P20, 0c0 annua]lv tor the ma-
3 .tmnal government as its share. - .

HCPT! has no permir to operate full containerized func-

_ tion as the port is basically a domestic port and a port -

allowed to acceptinrernational break-bulk cargoes.

Santos added that what is not allowed for HCPTTis to
handle international containerized cargoes outside of its &
locators as the function is already with International Con- -
tainer Terminal Services, Ine, (JCTSD and Asian Ter- -
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Frhe PPA Board has hcpn sitfing o hé peticion’ ﬁled"- .

by HCF1 T to allyw themy co aceept imtnational cons
vainerfed cargoes ourside of fis locators for some three
" yearstiow a5 cargo- handling speratony jor. cmtalnua. :
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